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Description 

Device and Method for Measuring Receive Sensitivity of 
Comimmica^ 

Technical Field 

[1] The present invention relates to a device and method for measuring a receive 

sensitivity of a communication system including a receive-only path. More 
specifically, the present invention relates to a device and method for measuring a 
receive sensitivity of a communication system including a receive-only path for con- 
veniently measuring a receive sensitivity of a receive-only path of a communication 
system including a transmit and receive path and a receive-only path. 

Background Art 

[2] In a communication system including a transmit and receive path and a receive- 

only path, methods for measuring receive sensitivities of the respective paths have 
been developed in order to measure performance of the paths. 

[3] It is relatively easy to measure the receive sensitivity of the transmit and receive 

path while the communication system provides services, since the transmit and receive 
path can communicate with a device for measuring the receive sensitivities. 

[4] However, since the receive-only path has no transmission function, it is not easy to 

measure the receive sensitivity of the receive-only path while the communication 
system provides services, and it is not easy to measure the receive sensitivity thereof 
when the communication system provides no services. 

[5] An exemplified communication system having a general transmit and receive path 

and a receive-only path is a mobile communication base station which manages three 
or less FAs (Frequency Assignments). 

[6] The mobile communication base station has two paths A and B as a default, and 

the path A services 3FA, 5FA, and 7FA, and the path B services 1FA, 2FA, 4FA, and 
6FA in the general manner. Therefore, the paths A and B have the transmission and 
receiving functions when they service three or more FAs. However, in the case of 
servicing three or less FAs, the path A manages transmission and receiving of three 
FAs, and the path B includes a receive-only path for diversity of the path A. 

[7] FIG. 1 shows a block diagram for measuring the receive sensitivity of the transmit 

and receive path. 

[8] Referring to FIG. 1, the base station 100 comprises a transmit and receive antenna 

1 1 1 for transmitting and receiving 1FA, 2FA, and 3FA at the path A 1 10, a duplexer 
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1 13, an HPA (High Power Amplifier) 1 14, and a first LNA (Low N>ise Amplifier) 
1 15. In addition, a first coupler 1 12 for measuring the sensitivity is coupled to the 
transmit and receive antenna 111. 

[9] The path B 120 for a diversity path comprises a receive antenna 121, a second 

coupler 122, a filter 123, and a second LNA 124. 

[10] The transmit and receive antenna 1 1 1 of the path A 1 10 transmits and receives data 

through three frequencies of 1FA, 2FA, and 3FA to thus form a transmit and receive 
path. In this instance, the duplexer 1 13 couples the HPA 1 14 to the transmit and 
receive antenna 1 1 1 at the time of transmission, and couples the transmit and receive 
antenna 1 1 1 to the first LNA 115, thereby modifying the data path according to 
transmission and reception. 

[11] The first coupler 1 12 is previously combined with the transmit and receive antenna 

1 1 1 so as to test the performance of the transmit and receive path, and extracts signals 
transmitted to and received from the path A 1 10 of the base station 100 according to 
the coupling effect so as to calculate the measured receive sensitivity. 

[12] The path B 120 is a receive-only path for the diversity path of the transmit and 

receive antenna 1 1 1 of the path A 1 10, and it transmits the data received at the receive- 
only antenna 121 to the second LNA 124 through the filter 123, and the receive-only 
antenna 121 includes a second coupler 122. 

[13] In order to measure the receive sensitivity of the path A 1 10 which is a transmit 

and receive path and the path B 120 which is a transmit-only path, a receive sensitivity 
jg 130 coupled to EQP (Equivalence Point Titration) ports of the first and second 
couplers 112 and 122 is provided 

[14] In order to process the receive sensitivity of the path A 1 10 of the base station 100 

in the above configuration, the receive sensitivity jg 130 coupled to the EQP port of 
the first coupler 112 establishes a lowest signal level which can be received when the 
base station 100 is normally operated through data transmission and reception with the 
path A, and transmits the established lowest level signal to the base station 100. 

[15] When normally receiving the lowest level signal transmitted by the receive 

sensitivity jg 130, the path A 1 10 of the base station 100 can measure errors of the 
path of from the receive sensitivity jg 130 to the initial receive terminal of the path A, 
and the receive sensitivity using the lowest level signal transmitted by the receive 
sensitivity jg 130. 

[16] However, since the path B 120 is a receive-only path as described above, com- 

munication with the receive sensitivity jg 130 is impossible, and it is also impossible 
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to establish the lowest level signal. Accordingly, it is difficult to measure the receive 
sensitivity of the path B 120, and the service may be interrupted during a measuring 
process. 

Disclosure of Invention 

Technical Problem 

It is an advantage of the present invention to provide a receive sensitivity 
measuring device and method of a communication system including a receive-only 
path for easily measuring the receive sensitivity of a receive-only path when a general 
service is provided, in order to measure performance of a communication system 
including a receive-only path. 

Technical Solution 

In one aspect of the present invention, in a receive sensitivity measuring device 
including a terminal for transmitting a test signal through communication with a 
receive sensitivity measuring path so as to measure the receive sensitivity of a com- 
munication system including a transmit and receive path and a receive-only path, a 
receive sensitivity measuring device including a receive-only path comprises: 

a first transmitter for receiving a signal from the transmit and receive path, and 
transmitting the signal to the terminal; 

a second transmitter for receiving a signal from the receive-only path, and 
transmitting the signal to the terminal; 

a first receiver for receiving a test signal from the terminal, and transmitting the t 
est signal to the transmit and receive path; 

a second receiver for receiving a test signal from the terminal, and transmitting the 
test signal to the receive-only path; 

a signal selector, for selecting one of the first and second receivers connected to the 
signal selector and a receive sensitivity measuring path so that one of the first and 
second receivers may be selectively connected to the terminal; and 

a combiner, connected to the first and second transmitters and the first and second 
receivers, for combining a plurality of input signals into a single signal, and 
transmitting the single signal to the terminal, wherein 

the terminal transmits the test signal to the receive sensitivity measuring path so 
that the corresponding receive sensitivity measuring path may measure a cable loss to 
the terminal and the receive sensitivity generated by using the test signal transmitted 
by the terminal. 

The terminal establishes a test signal and transmits the test signal to the receive 
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sensitivity measuring path through a communication with the receive sensitivity 
measuring path. 

[27] The terminal transmits the lowest receive level signal to the receive sensitivity 

measuring path, the lowest receive level signal being acceptable to the receive 

sensitivity measuring path. 
[28] The receive sensitivity measuring device further comprises a coupler installed in an 

antenna coupled to the transmit and receive path and the receive-only path so as to 

communicate signals with the first and second transmitters, the first and second 

receivers, and the receive sensitivity measuring path. 
[29] In order to measure the receive-only path, the terminal communicates with the 

receive-only path through the first transmitter coupled to the transmit and receive path 

and the second receiver coupled to the receive-only path. 
[30] The terminal is established with a plurality of frequencies, and is allowed to 

transmit the test signal. 

[31] The signal selector is a switch for performing a switching operation according to a 

user selection. 

[32] In another aspect of the present invention, in a receive sensitivity measuring 

method using a measuring device coupled to a communication system including a 
transmit and receive path and a receive-only path, the measuring device including a 
terminal for outputting a test signal to a receive sensitivity measuring path through a 
communication with the receive sensitivity measuring path from among the transmit 
and receive path and the receive-only path, a receiving sensitivity measuring method 
of a communication system including a receive-only path comprises: 

[33] (a) the receive sensitivity measuring path receiving the test signal from the 

terminal; 

[34] (b) calculating a cable loss between the receive sensitivity measuring path and the 

terminal; and 

[35] (c) allowing the receive sensitivity measuring path to use the test signal level 

transmitted by the terminal in (a) and the cable loss measured in (b) to measure a 
receive sensitivity of the receive sensitivity measuring path, and determine normal 
states. 

[36] When the receive sensitivity measuring path in (a) is a receiveonly path, the 

terminal uses a transmission function of the transmit and receive path and a receiving 
function of the receiveonly path, and establishes test signals to be transmitted to the 
receive-only path. 
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[37] The test signal transmitted by the terminal is the lowest receive level signal to be 

received by the corresponding receive sensitivity measuring path. 

Advantageous Effects 

[38] 

Description of Drawings 

[39] The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in and constitute a part of the 

specification, illustrate an embodiment of the invention, and, together with the de- 
scription, serve to explain the principles of the invention: 

[40] FIG. 1 shows a block diagram for measuring the receive sensitivity of the transmit 

and receive path; and 

[41] FIG. 2 shows a block diagram of a receive sensitivity measuring device of a com- 

munication system including a receive-only path according to a preferred embodiment 
of the present invention. 

Best Mode 

[42] In the following detailed description, only the preferred embodiment of the 

invention has been shown and described, simply by way of illustration of the best 
mode contemplated by the inventor(s) of carrying out the invention. As will be 
realized, the invention is capable of modification in various obvious respects, all 
without departing from the invention. Accordingly, the drawings and description are to 
be regarded as illustrative in nature, and not restrictive. 

[43] FIG. 2 shows a block diagram of a receive sensitivity measuring device of a com- 

munication system including a receiveonly path according to a preferred embodiment 
of the present invention. 

[44] Referring to FIG. 2, a base station 100 for managing three or less FAs has the same 

configuration as that of the prior art, and comprises a receive sensitivity measuring 
device 200 coupled to an EQP port of the first coupler 112 and an EQP port of the 
second coupler 122 so as to measure the receive sensitivity of one of the paths A and B 
110 and 120. 

[45] The receive sensitivity measuring device 200 comprises a switch 210 and a 

terminal 220, and the switch 210 comprises a combiner 21 1, a first switch 212, a first 
transmitter and receiver 213, a second switch 214, and a second transmitter and 
receiver 215. 

[46] The terminal 220 communicates with the respective paths A and B of the base 

station 100, establishes signals with the lowest level power which can be received by 
the paths, and transmits them in order to measure the receive sensitivity of one of the 
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paths A and B. 

[47] The first transmitter and receiver 213 of the switch 210 comprises a first 

transmitter 213a being coupled to the EQP port of the first coupler 1 12 of the transmit 
and receive antenna 111, that receives, by coupling, signals transmitted through the 
path A 1 10; and a first receiver 213b that receives, by coupling, signals received at the 
transmit and receive antenna 111. 

[48] The second transmitter and receiver 215 of the switch 210 comprises a second 

transmitter 215a being coupled to the EQP port of the second coupler 122 of the 
receive antenna 121, that receives, by coupling, signals transmitted through the path B 
120; and a second receiver 215b that receives, by coupling, signals received at the 
receive antenna 121. 

[49] The first switch 212 is coupled between the first receiver 213b and the combiner 

211, and it is turned on when measuring the receive sensitivity of the path A 1 10, and 

turned off when measuring the receive sensitivity of the path B 120. 
[50] The second switch 212 is coupled between the second receiver 215b and the 

combiner 211, and it is turned on when measuring the receive sensitivity of the path B 

120, and turned off when measuring the receive sensitivity of the path A 1 10. 
[51] The combiner 211 combines the signals transmitted and received by the first and 

second transmitters and receivers 213 and 215, and outputs the combined signals to the 

terminal 220 through a single line. 
[52] Without being restricted to the above description, the first and second receivers 

213b and 215b can be coupled to a multiplexer, and the signals can be selectively 

output to the combiner 211 rather than using the switch. 
[53] An operation of the preferred embodiment will now be described 

[54] The first switch 212 of the receive sensitivity measuring device 200 is turned on, 

and the second switch 214 thereof is turned off so as to measure the receive sensitivity 

of the path A 110. 

[55] When the path A 1 10 is found to be normal through a communication with the path 

A by the terminal 220, the terminal 220 establishes the lowest level signal for 
receiving signals, and transmits the lowest level signal to the path A. 

[56] The path A receives the lowest level signal from the terminal 220, and determines 

normal receiving states. The base station 100 normally receives the lowest level signal, 
uses cable loss of from a final end of the path A 1 10 for transmitting and receiving 
signals to the receive sensitivity measuring device 200, and the lowest level intensity 
of the received signal, and calculates a receive sensitivity for the lowest reception. 
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Measuring the receive sensitivity of the path B 120 is performed as follows. 

The path B 120 cannot communicate with the terminal 220 since the path B 120 
has no transmission function, and hence, the terminal 220 cannot establish the lowest 
level receive signal of the path B 120. 

Accordingly, the receive sensitivity measuring device 200 uses the transmission 
function of the path A to establish the lowest level signal of the path B. That is, the 
terminal 220 can communicate with the first transmitter 213a coupled to the transmit 
signals of the path A 1 10 through the second receiver 215b coupled to the receive 
signal of the path B 120 so as to establish the lowest level signal of the path B. 

When the terminal 220 transmits the signals with the lowest level signal, the path B 
120 uses the loss of the cable and the lowest level signal transmitted by the terminal 
220 to calculate the receive sensitivity in the case the path B normally receives the 
signals. 

To calculate the receive sensitivity in the above-described preferred embodiment, 
the terminal 220 transmits the lowest level signal through the communication with one 
of the paths A and B for measuring the receive sensitivity, and one of the paths A and 
B uses the lowest level signal transmitted by the terminal 220, the loss of from the 
terminal 200 to one of the first and second couplers 112 and 122, a measured cable 
loss to the base station, and an AFEU (Antenna Front End Unit) coupling value of the 
base station, and calculates an output value of the terminal 220. 

Since the receive sensitivity measuring device 200 can transmit signals through the 
terminal 220, unnecessary data may be transmitted from the terminal, and the 
performance of the communication system may be degraded if the receive sensitivity is 
not measured To prevent this, the receive sensitivity measuring device 200 is 
maintained at the turnedoff state before measuring the receive sensitivity. 

Also, it is needed to turn off the receive sensitivity measuring device 200 after 
measuring the receive sensitivity, and to ensure it is turned off, a timer function is 
required to be installed in the receive sensitivity measuring device 200 so that it may 
be automatically turned off after a predetermined time, thereby preventing degradation 
of performance of the communication system caused by transmission of unnecessary 
signals when no measuring process is executed 

Further, the automatic power off function can be reinforced by adding a circuit for 
monitoring the power states to the receive sensitivity measuring device 200. 

While this invention has been described in connection with what is presently 
considered to be the most practical and preferred embodiment, it is to be understood 
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that the invention is not limited to the disclosed embodiments, but, on the contrary, is 
intended to cover various modifications and equivalent arrangements included within 
the spirit and scope of the appended claims. 

[66] For example, the receive sensitivity measuring device 200 can be coupled to a path 

for measuring the receive sensitivity to thus control transmission and reception, and 
accordingly, the receive sensitivity of the path can be easily measured without service 
interruption while providing general services. 

[67] Also, the method for measuring the receive sensitivities of the two paths at the base 

station having a transmit and receive path and a receive-only path has been described, 
and without being restricted to the base station, the receive sensitivity of the com- 
munication system can be measured through a switching operation, by turning on the 
switch coupled to each path for measuring the receive sensitivity of the communication 
system having a transmit and receive path and a receive-only path. 

[68] As described, in the device and method for measuring the receive sensitivities of 

the communication system including a receive-only path, a measuring device is 
directly connected to the antennas installed in the communication system having a 
transmit and receive path and a receive-only path, it is allowed to measure the receive 
sensitivity during general services, and accordingly, it is easy to determine whether the 
communication system operates normally. 

[69] In addition, the lowest level signal can be established through a communication 

with a terminal of the measuring device via the transmit and receive path in the case of 
no transmission function such as in the receive-only path, thereby allowing easy 
measuring of the receive sensitivity of the communication system. 

Mode for Invention 

[70] 

Industrial Applicability 

[71] 

Sequence List Text 

[72] 



